Henrietta Maria wanted him to come at once. But Hyde
was eloquent for delay. He thought the heir to the throne
should not lightly leave his own domains. He was afraid
of French influence. He did not trust the Queen, and he
suspected that efforts would be made to seduce his charge
from the religion of England, although the King had
strictly enjoined his wife:

** I desire as thou lovest me first that thou wouldst not
endeavour to alter him in religion, nor so much trouble
him upon that point. Next, that thou would not thyself,
nor suffer him to be engaged in any treaty of marriage
without having my approbation/*

A few months later, with perhaps a foreboding of what
the gods had in store for him, he wrote:

" And although the worst should come, yet I conjure
thee to turn thy grief into a just revenge upon mine ene-
mies and the repossessing of Pr. Charles into his just in-
heritances."

With his mother quoting these orders to him, adding her
own and holding out an enticing picture of how good a
time he would have in Paris, how much he could do in or-
ganizing help for the King, how joyfully he would be
welcomed by his kinsfolk, Charles was anxious to be off.
But the council did not move so rapidly. All one day he
sat in silence while the lords argued just what was his filial
duty. When they took it up again next day, the Prince
ventured to suggest that his duty was plain since both
King and Queen peremptorily ordered him to France. The
councillors were silent while he spoke, but quickly resumed
their discussion as if they had not heard him. He showed
no resentment, but when at last they finished their talk
and voted five to one that he should stay in Jersey, he
exercised his royal commission for the first time in his life.
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